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1.  Akbar had nine most extraordinarily talented and bright people of his time in his court. They were 
known as the navaratnas, or the “nine gems”. They advised him on state affairs.

1

Birbal Catches 
a Thief

1

Birbal was one of the nine gems1 
in the court of Emperor Akbar. He 
was respected by everyone for his 
cleverness.

Whenever Akbar had a problem, 
he called Birbal for help.

Akbar was very fond of jewellery. 
He had many rings of gold, pearls 
and diamonds. His favourite ring 
was the one with a large diamond 
at the centre and pearls around.

Have you heard stories of Akbar and Birbal? Narrate any one in 
the class.

Warm Up
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2

At the emperor’s palace, there were many groups of workers who 
took care of Akbar’s things. A staff of eight helpers looked after his 
clothes and jewellery. They also helped him get ready to go to the 
court. No one else was allowed to enter his room.

One day, the Emperor wanted to wear his favourite ring.

But it was missing. Akbar ordered a search for the ring. But no one 
could find it.

Akbar then asked his men to call Birbal. When Birbal came, he told 
him about the robbery and asked for help. Birbal called all the eight 
helpers who were in charge of the Emperor’s room.

He gave each of them a stick of the same size and asked them to 
come back with it the next day. He told them that the stick of the 
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3

person who had stolen the ring would become longer by one inch 
that night.

The next morning, the eight helpers stood in a line with their sticks. 
Birbal caught hold of one of them and took him to Akbar.

The man fell at Akbar’s feet and admitted that he had stolen the 
ring. The king was surprised. He asked Birbal how he found out 
the thief. Birbal said the thief had cut his stick by an inch as he was 
afraid that it would grow.

 Comprehension
A. Tick the right answer.

1. Birbal was

 a. one of the nine gems in the court of Akbar.

 b. a thief.

 c.  among the eight helpers who took care of Akbar’s 
clothes and jewellery.

 favourite liked more in comparison to others

 staff (here) it refers to all the helpers of the emperor

 allowed let to do something

 robbery theft or stealing

 admitted said that one did a wrong thing

Glossary

English Carnival_CB_Book 3.indd   3 04-09-2014   5.47.34 PM

© Pea
rso

n I
nd

ia 
Edu

ca
tio

n S
erv

ice
s P

vt.
 Lt

d.



4

2. Akbar could not find his favourite ring because

 a. he forgot where he had kept it.

 b. Birbal had taken it away.

 c. it was stolen.

3. Birbal called all the eight helpers and gave them each a stick

 a. of the same size.

 b. of different size.

 c. made of silver.

4. Birbal said that the thief’s stick

 a. would become shorter by an inch before next morning.

 b. would become longer by an inch before next morning.

 c. would break by next morning.

5. The thief cut his stick

 a. by two inches.

 b. into two.

 c. by an inch.

B. Answer these questions.

1. Why was Birbal respected?

2. Akbar was very fond of jewellery. How do you know this?

3. Why did Akbar call Birbal?

4. Why did Birbal think that one of the eight helpers was the 
thief?

5. What did Birbal give the eight helpers? What did he tell 
them?
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5

6. How did Birbal find out who the thief was?

7. What did the thief do on being caught?

 Know Your Values
It is wrong to lie and steal. Explain it in the context of the story 

that you have just read.

 Grammar
(collective nouns)

A collective noun tells about a collection of people, animals 
or things.

• a staff of helpers • a bunch of keys

• a crowd of people • a herd of cattle

 Complete these sentences with the correct words from the box. 

Your teacher will help you.

pride  sheaf  school  pack  swarm

1. There was a ____________ of fish in the river.

2. A ____________ of wolves attacked the sheep.

3. I saw a ____________ of bees buzzing around 
the tree.

4. There was a ____________ of papers on 
the table.

5. A ____________ of lions was chasing the deer.
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6

 Vocabulary
(antonyms)

Some words are opposite in meaning to each other.

• wise—foolish        • easy—difficult

A.  The opposites of the highlighted words are given below. Find 

them in the word grid.

harsh—gentle 
N O C T I O W E

E F R E S H I M

O F U N L E D B

A G E N T L E R

M O L E S A P I

M R I A H L U G

C E N R O U G H

S S O C R P L T

T I G H T O Y E

long—short

smooth—rough

narrow—wide

far—near

stale—fresh

loose—tight

dull—bright

kind—cruel

beautiful—ugly

(synonyms)

Read this sentence.

• Birbal was a wise/clever man.

The highlighted words in the sentence have the same meaning.

Such words are called synonyms.
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7

B.  Rewrite these sentences by replacing the highlighted words 

with the correct words from the box.

neat  fondness  tiny  large  happy

1. I am glad to hear the good news.

2. The little boy had a love for cakes.

3. The classroom was really tidy.

4. Ants are small creatures.

5. The rooms in this hotel are big.

 Listening
(sequencing)

Listen to another story about Akbar and Birbal. Then, number 

these sentences in the right order.

1. He commanded, “Make this line shorter, but do not erase 
any part of it.” 

2. No one could think of an answer to the puzzle. 

3. He did not touch the first line. 

4. He at once drew a longer line next to the first one. 

5. “Birbal is indeed very clever!” said Akbar. 

6. One day, Akbar drew a line on the floor of his court. 

7. Everyone said, “That’s true, the first line is shorter.” 

8. Then, Birbal’s turn came. 
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8

 Pronunciation
(consonant clusters pr- and sk-)

Listen carefully and repeat these words.

1. pride pray pretty practice

2. skirt skin sky skip

 Writing
(using words from the story)

Complete these sentences with appropriate words from the box.

favourite shorter same cleverness caught
problem longer stolen respected admitted

Birbal was a minister in the court of Emperor Akbar. He was 

a very wise man and everyone _______________ him for his 

_______________. Akbar, too, asked Birbal for advice when he was 

faced with any _______________. One day, Akbar could not find his 

_______________ ring. Birbal gave each of the eight helpers who 

were in charge, a stick of the _______________ length. He told them 

that the stick of the thief would grow one inch _______________ 

that night. The next day, when the helpers came back, Birbal 

_______________ hold of one of them. Believing Birbal’s warning, 

this man had made his stick _______________ by an inch. The man 

_______________ that he had _______________ the ring.
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9

 Activity
(collecting stories and making a booklet)

Collect some more Akbar and Birbal stories and bind them into 

a booklet. You can draw pictures and make the booklet colourful. 

Display your booklet in class.
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The Nicest Things

Everything that’s nicest,

Granny says, it’s wrong.

If you don’t put your toys back

Where they belong,

Slide along the railing,

Climb a tree or two,

It’s sure to be the very things

That children mustn’t do.

Wish there was a place,

Where things were upside down:

Make a list of the things that your parents keep telling you to do 
every day.

Warm Up

2
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11

“Must not!” would be “must”

In topsy-turvy town.

Then I suppose that I’d be,

Topsy-turvy, too.

And only want to do the things

That children ought to do!

 Comprehension
A. Fill in the blanks with the rhyming words from the poem.

1. Granny says, it’s __________.

 If you don’t put your toys back

 Where they __________,

2. Climb a tree or __________,

 It’s sure to be the very things

 That children mustn’t __________.

3. Where things were upside __________:

 “Must not!” would be “must”

 In topsy-turvy __________.

B. Answer these questions.

1. What do you think is the age of the speaker? Give reasons 
for your answer.

2. According to Granny, what are the things that children must 
not do?
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12

3. What kind of a place does the speaker wish to be in?

4. What change would come over the speaker once she is 
in topsy-turvy town?

5. Do you think the child in the poem likes to be told what she 
can do and what she should not? What kind of a person do 
you think she is?

6. What does topsy-turvy mean? Can you find the meaning in 
the poem itself?

 Know Your Values
Why is it good to obey your parents and elders?

 Activity
(making a list; discussing)

Make a list of the things that you want to do and the things that 

you will not be allowed to do. Discuss with your teacher why you 

are not allowed to do these things.
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How the Bear 
Lost His Tail

3

Long, long ago, the bear had 
a long, furry tail. He was 
proud of his tail. He was 
always showing it off to the 
other animals.

The other animals thought 
that the bear was too proud. 
After all, many animals had 
nice, long tails. But they were 
afraid to make him angry. 
He had strong paws and the paws had sharp claws.

One cold winter’s day, the bear went walking by the river looking 
for something to eat. He saw the fox sitting on the ice by a pile 
of fish.

Should we take advice only from people we trust? Give reasons for 
your answer.

Warm Up
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14

The fox thought, “The bear is too proud of that tail of his. I will 
play a trick on him.” The clever fox knew that the bear was hungry. 
“Hello, Mr Bear,” he said.

“Hello, Mr Fox,” the bear said. “Where did you get all those fish?”

“I caught them in the river,” said the fox.

The bear could not see 
a fishing rod. He asked, 
“What did you use to 
catch them?”

“I use my tail,” said the 
fox, “I drop it into the hole 
in the ice. When a fish 
grabs my tail, I pull it out 
and the fish comes too.”

“I didn’t know you could 
fish that way. Maybe I’ll 
try it. My tail is longer than yours. I am sure I will catch more fish.”

The bear used his sharp claws to dig a hole in the ice.

“Now you must sit down with your back to the hole,” explained 
the fox. “Then drop your long tail into the water. When you feel 
a fish bite, quickly pull out your tail. The fish will be caught!”

The bear sat down and dropped his tail into the water.

The fox said, “You must sit very still or you will scare the fish 
away.”
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 furry covered with fur (the soft hairy coat of an 
animal)

 proud feeling very pleased about something that one 
has or does

 showing off displaying in a way to impress others

Glossary

15

Then the fox picked up his own 
fish. He walked away, laughing at 
the foolish bear.

The bear sat and waited for so long 
that he fell asleep. While he slept, 
it grew colder. Soon, the hole in the 
water froze shut.

When the bear woke up, he felt 
something holding his tail. He 
thought it was a fish. He jumped 
up and tried to pull his tail out of 
the water. But, his tail did not move. The frozen tail broke off. All 
that was left of his beautiful tail was a small stump!

“My tail! My tail is gone!” he cried. The once proud bear had no tail 
and no fish.

He slowly walked back to his den, hanging his head in shame.

And that is why, to this day, bears have short tails.
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16

 Comprehension
A. Choose the right answer.

1. The other animals felt angry with the bear because

 a. he showed off his tail to them.

 b. he had strong paws and sharp claws.

 c. he hit them often with his tail.

2. When the bear went walking by the river, he saw

 a. a wolf.

 b. a large hole in the snow.

 c. a fox sitting by a pile of fish.

 paw the foot of an animal with claws

 claw a sharp curved nail on the foot of an animal 
or a bird

 pile a heap of things of the same kind

 play a trick make someone believe something that is not true

 scare to frighten

 froze shut hardened into ice and closed tightly

 stump the part that is left after the main part has been 
cut or broken off

 shame the painful feeling that comes from something 
improper that you have done
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3. The fox decided to play a trick on the bear because

 a. the bear was hungry.

 b. the bear was too proud of his tail.

 c. the fox thought of himself as a very clever animal.

4. The bear made a hole in the snow

 a. to drop his tail and catch fish.

 b.  to see how long he could sit without his tail getting stuck.

 c. to see how cold the water was.

5. The bear could not take out his tail from the hole because

 a. it was caught by a fish.

 b. the hole shut as the water froze.

 c. the fox had caught it.

B. Answer these questions.

1. What made the bear so proud of his tail?

2. Why were the other animals afraid of the bear?

3. What did the fox tell the bear about how he caught the pile 
of fish?

4. How did the fox help the bear catch fish?

5. What happened when the bear woke up from his sleep?

6. Before the fox’s cleverness, the bear’s sharp paws and claws 
were no match. Do you think this statement is right? Give 
reasons for your answer.

 Know Your Values
The bear’s pride led to the loss of his tail. Do you agree? 

What lesson did you learn from the story?
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 Grammar
(inde� nite articles)

You have learnt in the previous classes about the articles a and an.

We use an before words beginning with a vowel sound. 
We use a before words beginning with a consonant sound.

• a bear • an animal

• a cold day • an easy way

A. Complete the sentences with a or an.

1. She wrote ______ long letter to her uncle.

2. Shabnam went for ______ swim 
with her friends.

3. I ate _____ banana for breakfast.

4. They saw _____ old monkey in the zoo.

5. Ali wants to have ____ ice cream.

(introducing the)

The is used when we are talking about a particular thing, animal 
or person.

It is used before both singular and plural nouns.

• The book on that table is yours.

• The elephant is a large animal.

• The mangoes on this tree are not ripe.

• The man standing there lives near my house.
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B. Fill in the blanks with a, an or the.

Once, there was ______ mynah. She had 
her nest in ______ hole in ______ trunk of 
______ neem tree. Near ______ tree, there 
was ______ old tap. Every day, ______ 
mynah drank water from ______ tap. 
One day, ______ old tap went dry. ______ 
sparrow saw ______ mynah crying. She took her to ______ 
garden. In ______ garden, there was ______ big bowl of water.

 Vocabulary
(young ones of animals and birds)

Young ones of animals and birds have special names.

• bear—cub     • duck—duckling

A.  Find the young ones of these animals and birds in the grid. 

Your teacher will help you.

eagle  goose  horse  deer  lion  kangaroo  swan

Q W S G R C U B

D O J O E Y V F

X T W S T G H K

F O A L P N I L

G U C I M E Y N

F A W N S T Z V

K E A G L E T J
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(gender of animals and birds)

B.  Choose the female names of the animals and birds from the 

box and write them beside the male names.

vixen goose doe mare
ewe cow lioness duck

Male Female

1. stallion 

2. ram 

3. gander 

4. stag 

5. bull 

6. drake 

7. lion 

8. fox 

 Speaking
(complimenting)

Imagine that the animals compliment the bear on his beautiful tail.

• What a wonderful tail you have!

• How beautiful it looks!

We also compliment someone when we admire or appreciate them.

• You are one of the kindest persons I know.

• How good of you to drop us home!

English Carnival_CB_Book 3.indd   20 04-09-2014   5.47.53 PM

© Pea
rso

n I
nd

ia 
Edu

ca
tio

n S
erv

ice
s P

vt.
 Lt

d.



21

Work in pairs. Frame compliments for these situations. Think of 

suitable responses.

1. You like the new T-shirt that your friend is wearing.

2. You enjoy a song that your teacher has taught the class.

 Punctuation
(question mark; exclamation mark)

We put a question mark (?) at the end of a question. We put an 
exclamation mark (!) at the end of a sentence to show that it is 
sudden or surprising.

• Are you going home now?   • How lovely you look!

Put question marks or exclamation marks at the end of these 

sentences.

1. What a lovely picture____

2. What are you talking about____

3. How do you feel now____

4. How nice of you to offer your help____

5. Are you feeling all right____

 Spelling
(vowels)

Complete these words with a, e, i, o or u.

1. st__re 2. s__lent 3. fl __te 4. pr__ce

5. sk__te 6. cl__mb 7. sc__ne 8.  ab__ve
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 Writing
(paragraph writing)

You read a story about a foolish bear. Now, look at the pictures. 
They tell the story of a clever crow.

Put the pictures in the right order by writing the correct numbers 

in the boxes.

1

Now, write the story in a paragraph. Use the hints.

a crow – thirsty – looked for water – found a pot with water at 
the bottom – wondered – saw pebbles nearby – put them into the 
pitcher one by one – water came up – crow drank water

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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 Dictionary Work
(alphabetical order)

Look at these words.

animal   bird   book   river   sun

These words are in alphabetical order, that is, in abc order. 
If two words start with the same letter (like bird, book), we have 
to arrange them by their second letters (here, i and o).

Arrange these words in alphabetical order.

fawn chick joey
kid gosling cub

1. _______________ 2. _______________

3. _______________ 4. _______________

5. _______________ 6. _______________

 Activity
(role-play)

Work in groups. Enact this story in class.
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